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Another  week  with  extremely  high  temperatures,  scorching  w  i  nqs  ,  and  without 
appreciable  rainfall  increased  immeasurably  the  seriousness  of  the  drouth  situation, 
in  the  State  as  affecting  the  condition  of  dryland  crops,  ranges,  and  livestock. 
Dryland  crops,  ranges,  and  pastures  in  most  of  the  area  east  of  the  Divide  deteriora¬ 
ted  rapidly  under  the  withering  heat  resulting  from,  four  to  six  days  with  TEllPERA- 
TURES  EXCEEDING  100  DEGREES,  AND  REACHING  AN  EXTREME  OF  IIS  DEGREES  AT  GLENDIVE  ON 

the  5th.  West  of  the  Divide  and  in  a  few  central  districts,  dryland  crops  held  up 

AND  MADE  FAIRLY  SATISFACTORY  GROWTH,  ALTHOUGH  BY  THE  END  OF  THE  WEEK  WERE  BADLY  IN 
NEED  OF  RAIN.  IRRIGATED  CROPS  MADE  FAIR  TO  GOOD  GROWTH  GENERALLY  THROUGHOUT  THE 

State.  In  some  areas  a  short  supply  of  water  precluded  the  possibility  of  maturing 

A  CROP,  AND  RESULTED  IN  CUTTING  SOME  CRAIN  FOR  HAY. 

Haying  advanced  favorably.  The  first  cutting  of  alfalfa  has  been  completed, 

AND  THE  SECOND  CROP  IS  COMING  ALONG  RAPIDLY  IN  THE  WEST  BUT  DOING  POORLY  OR  NOT 
GROWING  IN  THE  EAST.  THE  HAY  CROP  IS  SHORT  EAST  OF  THE  DIVIDE  WITH  NO  DRYLAND  HAY 
TO  PUT  UP  IN  THE  SOUTHEAST.  WEATHER  CONDITIONS  WERE  FAVORABLE  FOR  POISONING  INSECTS, 
AND  CONSIDERABLE  EFFORT  WAS  MADE  TO  CONTROL  1HEM  WHERE  INFESTATIONS  WERE  BAD,  POISON 
AVAILABLE,  AND  CROPS  CONSIDERED  WORTH  SAVING.  HEAVIEST  GRASSHOPPER  AND  CRICKET 
DAMAGE  CONTINUED  TO  BE  CONFINED  TO  CENTRAL  AND  SOUTHEASTERN  DISTRICTS. 

Winter  wheat,  never  very  good  at  any  time  this  season,  further  deteriorated 
east  of  the  Divide.  Earliest  fields  continued  to  ripen  rapidly,  but  the  extreme 

HEAT  Vi/ AS  DETRIMENTAL  FOR  LATE  FILLING,  SOME  GOOD  WINTER  WHEAT  IS  REPORTED  WEST  OF 

jhe  Divide.  Spring  wheat  suffered  severely  over  eastern  and  most  of  the  central 

DISTRICTS,  AND  THE  GREATER  PART  HAS  NOW  BEEN  ABANDONED  0 ft  REDUCED  TO  A  STATE  WHERE 
IT  WILL  NOT  MAKE  MUCH  OF  A  CROP  EVEN  WITH  GOOD  RAINS.  'SOME  HAS  BEEN  CUT  FOR  HAY  AND 
SOME  USED  FOR  PASTURAGE.  FeW  FIELDS  STILL  GROWING  IN  THE  EXTREME  EAST  WILL  LIKELY 
RETURN  THE  FARMER  NO  MORE  THAN  HIS  SEED.  CuRN  HAS  STOOD  UP  AND  WITH  A  LITTLE  MuISTURE 
NOW  WOULD  PROBABLY  YIELD  A  FAIR  AM  ;U  NT  OF  FODDER.  LATE  FEED  CROPS  WERE  DAMAGED  BY 
JHE  HC  AT  ,  BUT  MAY  RECOVER  IF  RAINS  FALL  'SOON.  BEETS,  POTATOES,  AND  GARDENS  UNDER 
CULTIVATION  ARE  DOING  WELL,  ALTHOUGH  WEB-WORMS  HAVE  BEEN  HIGHLY  DESTRUCTIVE  IN  SOME 
SCATTERED  AREAS. 

All  but  the  higher  and  mure  western  ranges  stopped  growii  ng  or  BURNED  DURING 
THE  PAST  WEEK.  LITTLE  GRASS  IS  LEFT  IN  MUCH  OF  THE  EASTERN  SECTION,  AND  WATER  IN 
SOME  OF  THIS  AREA  IS  SHORT  AND  GOING  FAST.  THE  OUTLOOK  FOR  WINTER  FEED  IN  THE  EAST 
CONTINUES  EXTREMELY  POOR. 

LIVESTOCK  CONTINUED  IN  MOSTLY  GOOD  CONDITION  IN  THE  WEST,  BUT  WERE  BEGINNING 
TO  SHRINK  IN  INCREASING  NUMBERS  IN  THE  EAST  AS  ADDITIONAL  FEED  AREAS  FAILED. 

Further  reduction-  of  livestock  contiinued,  or  is  being  contemplated,  from  the  drouth 
areas.  Most  reduction  so  far  has  been  by  outright  selling,  although  some  stockmen 
have  chosen  to  move  their  stock  to  other  feed  lands  within  or  outside  of  the  State. 
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This  map  shows  the  percentage  of  normal  precipitation 
that  has  occurred  in°Montana  during  the  first  'three  months, 
April,  May,  and  June,  of  the  1936  crop  growing  season. 


The  upper  of  each  typed  pair  of  figures  indicates  the  actual 
amount  of  precipitation  that  occurred  in  that  respective  area 
during  April,  May,  and  June,*  the  lower  figure  indicates  the 
normal  amount  of  precipitati.op.  for  thfe*same  area  and  period* 
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The  Following  County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  Week  Ending  July  4,  1936, 
are  Furnished  Through  the  Courtesy  of  Director  J.  C.  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extens i o  n  Serv ice. 

BEAVERHEAD:  Precipitation,  none;  weather  hot  and  dry,  with  some  hot  winds.  Some 
SECTIONS  OF  RANGES  STARTING  TO  BURN.  IRRIGATING  WATER  VERY  LOW;  OUT¬ 
LOOK  NOT  SO  GOOD  FOR  SECOND  CROP  OF  ALFALFA  IN  BEAVERHEAD  AND  RED  ROCK  VALLEYS; 

Big  Hole  section  reports  good  crop  of  hay.  Shearing  nearing  completion;  wool  sales 
slowed  up  past  week.  Continued  poisoning  of  hoppers;  sugar  beet  web  worms  doing 

SOME  DAMAGE  TO  GARDENS  AND  PEAS. 

BIG  HORN:  No  precipitation.  Continued  hot  and  dry  weather  prevailed  during  the 
week.  Crops  going  down  from  the  effects  of  weather,  grasshoppers  and 
crickets.  Range  is  being  depleted  and  livestock  moving  to  market.  Valley  crops 
fair.  Hay  crop  short.  Beets  making  good  growth  after  a  bad  start.  Irrigation 
water  short  in  places.  Work  wj  ll  have  to  be  provided  for  farmers  who  are  dried  out. 

BLAINE:  No  precipitation.  Forepart  of  the  week  temperatures  were  moderate,  with 

HIGH  TEMPERATURES  DURING  THE  LAST  FEW  DAYS.  GROWUNG  CONDITIONS  VERY  POOR 
DUE  T O'  THE  DRY  WEATHER.  ALL  CROPS  ON  DRY  LAND  HAVE  RAPIDLY  DETERIORATED  DURING  THE 
PAST  WEEK  DUE  TO  DROUTH,  GRASSHOPPERS  AND  HIGH  TEMPERATURES.  CR'jPS  ON  IRRIGATED 
LAND  ARE  ONLY  FAIR.  SOME  WORM  DAMAGE  HAS  BEEN  DOME  TO  SUGAR  BEETS.  SEVERAL  BEET 
GROWERS  HAVE  ABANDONED  THEIR  BEET  ACREAGE  DUE  TO  POOR  STAND,  WEEDS  AND  INSECT  DAMAGE. 

First  cutting  of  alfalfa  completed,  with  only  about  a  50  per  cent  crop.  Some  hopper 

POISON  HAS  BEEN  SPREAD  DURING  THE  PAST  WEEK,  BUT  MANY  FARMERS  FEEL  THAT  IT  IS  NOT 
WORTH  WHILE  TO  SPREAD  POISON  AS  THERE  IS  PRACTICALLY  NO  CROP  OR  HAY  TO  SAVE.  THE 
MAJORITY  OF  THE  LIVESTOCK  IN  ABOUT  THE  SAME  CONDITION  AS  LAST  WEEK  EXCEPT  THAT  SOME 
LOSS  OF  FLESH  IS  NOTED.  A  FEW  CARS  OF  STOCK  HAVE  BEEN  SHIPPED  TO  MARKET,  BUT  THE 
MAJORITY  OF  STOCKMEN  WILL  BE  IN  A  POSITION  TO  HO  L  D  T  HE  I  R  S  TOC  K  F  0  R  A  FEW  WEEKS 
LONGER  UNDER  PRESENT  WEATHER  CONDITIONS. 

CARBON:  Very  little  or  no  precipitation  during  the  week;  very  hot  and  dry.  Hot 

WINDS  THE  LATTER  PART  OF  THE  WEEK.  WaTER  SUPPLY  FAIRLY  PLENTIFUL,  HOPPER 
POISONING  CAMPAIGN  CONTINUES.  ALL  FIRST  CUTTINGS  OF  HAY  ARE  IN  THE  STACK;  HAVE  3EEt\| 
CUT  EARLI  ER  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  HOPPER  SITUATION.  LITTLE  HOPE  OF  A  SECOND  CUTTING, 
UNLESS  THE  HOPPER  MENACE  ABATES  SOMEWHAT  IN  THE  NEAR  FUTURE  IN  SOME  SECTIONS.  ALL 
WHEAT  AND  OAT  CROPS  HEADED  OUT  AND  SOME  GOOD  WINTER  WHEAT  CROPS  ARE  REPORTED  IN 
CERTAIN  AREAS  WHERE  THE  DROUTH  HAS  NOT  BEEN  SO  SEVERE.  A  LARGE  VOLUME  OF  LIVESTOCK 
HAS  BEEN  TRUCKED  TO  .MARKET  DURING  THE  PAST  WEEK. 

CASCADE:  Hot  scorching  winds  continue  to  deplete  crop  prospects  in  Cascade  County. 

Spring  wheat  is  practically  all  burnt  up  and  the  few  remaining  fields  of 

WINTER  WHEAT  ARE  SUFFERING  FROM  LACK  OF  Mo  I  STORE .  RANGES  ARE  DRYING  UP  RAPIDLY  AND 
A  MOVE  OF  LI  VESTOC  K  W  ILL  PROBABLY  START  SOON.  DAMAGE  BY  GRASSHOPPERS  AND  MORMON 
CRICKETS  IN  PRAIRIE  AREAS.  FARMERS  ARE  SUCCESSFULLY  PROTECTING  THE  SMALL  PER  CENT 
OF  CROPS  THAT  ARE  LEFT.  PROSPECTS  FOR  CROPS  ON  IRRIGATED  LAND  CONTINUES  TO  LOOK 
FAVORABLE.  THE  SUGAR  BEET  W  EB'-WJRM  STARTED  DOING  DAMAGE  To  GARDENS  AND  SOME  FIELD 
CROPS  DURING  THE  PAST  WEEK.  LIVESTOCK  ARE  STILL  IN  FAIRLY  GCGD  CONDITION  AND  CAN  BE 
MOVED  TO  MARKET  WITHOUT  DEATH  LOSS  IF  HANDLED  WIITHIN  THE  NEXT  FIFTEEN  DAYS. 

CHOUTEAU:  Sub-soil  and  surface  moisture  are  very  deficient.  Very  doubtful  if  any 

SPRING  WHEAT  WILL  BE  HARVESTED  FOR  GRAIN  THIS  YEAR.  EVEN  WITH  GOOD  RAINS, 
FARMERS  IN  THE  SPRING  WHEAT  AREAS  WOULD  PROBABLY  NOT  MORE  THAN  GET  THEIR  SEED. 

Winter  wheat  farmers  will  not  harvest  |0/£  normal  crops.  Recent  days  of  heat  have 

COMPLETELY  DESTROYED  THE  RANGE  and  LIVESTOCK  IS  NOW  BEING  SHIPPED  AND  BEING  TURNED 
INTO  WINTER  FEED  SUPPLIES. 

CUSTER  &  POWDER  RIVER:  No  precipitation.  Temperatures  106  to  54.  Dryland  crops 

ARE  COMPLETE  FAILURES.  HAYING  FINISHED.  YIELDS  AVERAGED 
ABOUT  ONE  HALF  TvM,  BUT  ON  l*Y  UNDER  FLOOD  IRRIGATION  PROJECTS.  DRYLAND  H  AY  FAILED, 

Cattle  moving  jut  to  market  in  fair  volume,  but  orderly.  No  shrinkage  noticed  yet, 
BUT  CAN  BE  EXPECTED.  GRASS  AND  WATER  IS  GOING  FAST  IN  SOME  SECTI  )  NS  .  SOME  SHEEP 
OUTFITS  ON  THE  MOVE  TO  MARKET  NOW. 

DANIELS:  Continued  dry  weather;  hot  winds;  grain  withering  up.  Crop  conditions 

POOR;  VERY  LITTLE  GRAIN  CAN  MAKE  A  CROP  EVEN  WITH  IMMEDIATE  RAINS.  CON¬ 
TINUED  DROUTH  FAST  KILLING  CHANCES  OF  WHEAT  MAKING  FEED.  VERY  LITTLE  INSECT  DAMAGE 
REPORTED.  CUT  WORMS  TOOK  ISOLATED  FIELDS.  GRASS  DRYING  UP  AND  GETTING  SHOKT. 

Cattle  beginning  to  lose  weight.  Some  farmers  turning  stock  in  on  grain  fields. 
Serious  feed  shortage  threatening. 

DAWSON:  Somewhat  cooler  during  week,  and  continued  dry.  Considerable  areas  of  crops 

HAVE  BEEN  ABANDONED  AND  STOCK  TURNED  IN,  LARGELY  TO  CONSERVE  GRASS  FOR  LATER 

use.  Scattered  fields  and  more  favored  areas  still  have  a  chance  of  proviiding  feed 
or  seed.  Corn  fields,  which  generally  show  very  spotted  stands  and  growth,  are  being 

CULTIVATED  IN  CONSIDERABLE  NUMBERS,  AND  SHOW  POSSIBILITY  OF  FEED.  A  FEW  SPRING  FLOOD 
ED  ALFALFA  FIELDS  ARE  YIELDING  HAY  OF  GOOD  QUALITY;  THE  TOTAL  TONNAGE  WILL  BE  SMALL. 

Grass,  except  the  lower  altitudes  where  it  is  gone,  is  still  yielding  satisfactory 

AMOUNTS  OF  FEED,  AND  STOCK  GENERALLY  HOLDIlNG  UP  IN  RATHER  GOOD  CONDITION.  The  WHOLE 
SITUATION,  HOWEVER,  [S  SPOTTY,  BUT  THE  BULK  OF  THE  STOCK,  PARTICULARLY  CATTLE,  IS 
NOT  IN  AN  IMMEDIATELY  CRITICAL  SITUATION.  SOME  OF  THE  SHEEP  RANGES  ARE  BORDERING 
ON  THE  CRITICAL  SIDE.  FOR  THE  COUNTY  AS  A  WH  jLE,  THE  WATER  SITUATION  IS  NOT  A  PROBLE 

yet.  Grasshoppers  are  doing  damage  in  scattered  areas. 

FALLON  &  CARTER:  Extremely  hot  days,  with  high  scorching  winds.  Farm  land  blowing 

THROUGH  UT  BOTH  COUNTIES  DUE  TO  WIND.  PRACTICALLY  ALL  CROPS  ABAN¬ 
DONED  AS  FAR  AS  GRAIN  PRODUCTION  OR  HAY  PRODUCTION  IS  CONCERNED.  GRASSHOPPERS  IN 
IMMENSE  NUMBERS  DESTROYING  WHAT  RANGE  AND  CROP  IS  LEFT.  STOCKMEN,  MOVING  LIVESTOCK 
RAPIDLY.  A  GOOD  PORTION  OF  SOUTHERN  CARTER  C!UNTY  STOCK  LEAVING  FOR  MARKET  OR  FOR 
AUCTION  SALES  IN  BLACK  HILLS  OR  TO  PASTURE  IN  NEBRASKA  OR  THE  SOUTHEASTERN  PART  OF 

South  Dakota.  A  few  buyers  picking  up  small  quantities  of  better  quality  stock. 

Grass  situation  desperate  in  most  localities  due  to  extreme  drouth  and  grasshopper 
i  nfestat ion. 

FERGUS :  Crops  east  of  line  running  north  and  south  between  Winifred,  Hilger,  and 

LeWISTOWN  ARE  ALMOST  ENTIRELY  GONE  AT  THIS  TIME.  DROUTH  HAS  CAUSED  CONSID¬ 
ERABLE  DAMAGE  AND  ADDITIONAL  DAMAGE  IS  BEING  CAUSED  DAILY  BY  HOPPERS.  The  FIRST  CUT¬ 
TING  OF  ALFALFA  HAY  HAS  BEEN  PUT  UP.  THERE  PROBABLY  WILL  NOT  DE  ANY  SECOND  CUTTING 
DUE  TO  GRASSHOPPER  CONDITION  EVEN  IF  RAINS  WOULD  COME  AND  REVIVE  THE  GROWTH.  HAY 
CROP  WAS  NOT  MORE  THAN  25 jo  OF  LAST  YEAR.  |n  THE  AREA  WEST  OF  THE  LINE  MENTIONED 

(Conti  nu  ed  on  Page  2. ) 
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FERGUS:  (Cont'd.)  above  there  is  a  possibility  of  feed  enough  for  livestock  with 

THE  EXCEPTION  OF  THE  AREA  BETWEEN  WINIFRED  AND  THE  JUDITH  RiVER. 

Wheat  in  the  west  part  of  county  up  until  one  week  ago  was  making  rather  satisfac¬ 
tory  DEVELOPMENT,  BUT  SINCE  THAT  TIME  HAS  BEEN  SEVERELY  DAMAGED  BY  DROUTH. 

Livestock  in  eastern  part  of  the  county  are  beginning  to  move, 

OUT  VERY  RAPIDLY.  CATTLE  SITUATION  IS  NO  T  QU  I  TE  AS  SERIOUS  AS  SHEEP,  BECAUSE  COWS 
AND  CALVES  CAN  GO  TO  MARKET  AND  BRING  SOME  PRICE.  THE  EWES  AND  LAMBS  ARE  THE  BIG 
PROBLEM  BECAUSE  THE  LAMBS  ARE  NOT  LARGE  ENOUGH  TO  COMMAND  A  MARKET  VALUE.  WATER 
AND  GRASS  ARE  PRACTICALLY  EXHAUSTED  FOR  BOTH  SHEEP  AND  CATTLE.  CONSERVATIVE 
ESTIMATE,  IT  APPEARS  THAT  75  TO  85  fo  OF  THE  LIVESTOCK  EAST  OF  L.EW  IS  TOWN  WfLL  HAVE 
TO  BE  SHIPPED  TO  MARKET  OR  MOVED  TO  GRASS. 

FLATHEAD:  Mo  precipitation.  Generally,  it  has  been  very  hot  the  past  week.  Crop 
conditions  are,  in  general,  quite  fair,  although  a  general  rain  is 

NEEDED  TO  MAKE  A  GOOD  CROP.  LIVESTOCK  DOING  WELL. 

GARFIELD  &  PETROLEUM:  Exceptionally  hot  winds  and  generally  hot  weather  have  pre- 
~  vailed.  Growing  conditions  poor.  A  few  remaining  crops 

WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  ARE  BEING  HARVESTED  FOR  FEED  TO  SAVE  THEM  FROM  HOPPERS.  A  FEW 
MOVEMENTS  OF  LIVESTOCK  ARE  BEING  MADE  WITHIN  THE  COUNTIES,  HOWEVER,  [T  IS  THE 
GENERAL  OPINION  THAT  VERY  MUCH  LIVESTOCK  WILL  NOT  NEED  TO  BE  MOVED  VERY  SOON. 

GLACIER:  Extreme  heat,  high  winds,  and  general  dryness  caused  crops  and  range  to 

DETERIORATE  DURING  THE  WEEK.  AREA  ALONG  THE  CANADIAN  BORDER  WILL  YIELD 
AROUND  10  BUSHELS  OR  BETTER  WITH  AVERAGE  WEATHER.  CONDITIONS  IN.  SOUTHERN  HALF  OF 
COUNTY  ARE  WORSE;  YIELDS  MAY  AVERAGE  5  BUSHELS  WITH  A  RANGE  FROM  0  TO  12  BUSHELS. 

Wild  hay  harvest  will  begin  just  after  the  4th  and  will  be  about  half  normal  crop. 
Grasshoppers  began  doing  damage  in  scattered  localities  and  poison  is  now  being 

PUT  OUT  IN  THOSE  LOCALITIES,  WITH  GOOD  RESULTS.  CRICKET  DAMAGE  MUCH  LESS  THAN 
LAST  YEAR.  LARGE  DEMAND  FOR  I RR | G AT  I  0 N  W ATE R  ON  TWO  MEDICINE  IRRIGATION  PROJECT, 
west  of  Cut  Bank,  and  delivery  of  water  is  two  weeks  behind  requests  due  to  excess 

OF  ACREAGE  OVER  CANAL  CAPACITY.  PLENTY  OF  WATER  AT  SOURCE  BUT  CANAL  CANNOT  BRING 
IT  DOWN  FAST  ENOUGH  IN  THIS  DRY  YEAR.  ALL  RIVERS  ARE  RUNNING  LOWER  THAN  NORMAL  AND 
SOUTH  FORK  OF  MlLK  RlVER  IS  LOWEST  SINCE  1919.  LIVESTOCK  WATER  IS  NOT  CRITICALLY 
SHORT  AS  THIS  COUNTY  IS  EXCELLENTLY  WATERED  BY  THE  STREAMS  FLOWING  OUT  FROM  THE 

Glacier  Park  Rockies.  Irrigated  alfalfa  haying  about  completed,  with  average  to 

SHORT  CROP.  All  LIVESTOCK  IN  GOOD  CONDITION.  fiOT  MUCH  FORCED  MARKETING  ANTICIPATED. 

HILL:  Continued  hot  dry  wind  during  the  past  week  oaused  further  deterioration  in 
crops  and  ranges.  Situation  becoming  more  acute  every  day.  Grasshoppers 

ARE  SHOWING  UP  IN  RESTRICTED  AREAS  AND  CAUSING  SOME  DAMAGE.  RANGES:  WATER  SUPPLIES 
STILL  HOLDING,  D  UT  SHOWING  CONTINUAL  SLOWING  UP.  LIVESTOCK  IN  FAIR  CONDITION,  WITH 
SOME  MOVEMENTS  STARTING  TO  MARKET.  LABOR  BALANCED. 

JUDITH  BASIN:  Hot,  with  drying  winds.  Grain  being  cut  for  hay.  Little  prospect 

OF  GRAIN  CROP  MATURING.  HAY  CROP  ABOUT  25/>  OF  NORMAL;  NO  PROSECTS 
FOR  A  SECOND  CROP.  RaNGE  GRASS  H  A§.  QUIT  GROWING  AND  IS  RAPIDLY  DRYING  UP.  RANGE 
CARRYING  CAPACITY  IS  ONLY  ABOUT  25/j  OF  NORMAL.  LIVESTOCK  MOSTLY  IN  GOOD  CONDITION 
AT  THE  PRESENT  TIME.  ABOUT  500  HEAD  HAVE  BEEN  SHIPPED  OUT  ALREADY  DUE  TO  GRASS¬ 
HOPPER  AN  1^  DROUTH  DAMAGE  OF  THE  RANGE.  BREEDING  HERDS  WILL  HAVE  TO  BE  REDUCED  BY 
25 }  TO  35/o  OF  NORMAL.  GRASSHOPPER  AND  CRICKET  DAMAGE  INCREASING.  ONE  TOWNSHIP 
COMPLETELY  WIPED  OUT  BY  GRASSHOPPERS.  W.P.A.  PROJECT  IN  OPERATION. 

LAKE:  Good  growing  condi  ti  d  ns  following  last  week's  rainfall.  Spring  wheat  looks 

GOOD,  WHILE  WINTER  WHEAT  IS  BELOW  NORMAL  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  WINTER  KILLING  AND 
LACK  OF  EARLIER  RAINS.  BEETS  AND  PEAS  CONTINUE  TO  SHOW  UP  WELL.  THE  FIRST  CROP  OF 
ALFALFA  WAS  DAMAGED  SLIGHTLY  DY  RAINS.  THE  SECOND  CROP  IS  DOING  NICELY  AND  THERE 
IS  PLENTY  OF  WATER  TO  KEEP  IT  COMING.  PASTURES  ARE  FAIR.  A  FEW  FARMERS  HAVE  SUR¬ 
PLUS  PASTURE  ACREAGES.  NORMAL  MARKET  SHIPMENTS  OF  CATTLE.  THERE  IS  A  POSSIBILITY 
OF  SUGAR  BEET  WEB-WORM  BECOMING  TROUBLESOME  AFTER  THE  NEXT  HATCH,  l;UT  CRICKETS  AND 
GRASSHOPPERS  ARE  NOT  EXPECTED  TO  DO  DAMAGE  TO  ANY  LARGE  EXTENT. 

LEWIS  &  CLARK  -  BROADWATER:  Haying  progressing  satisfactorily.  Grasshoppers  caus- 

'  ING  SOME  DAMAGE  TO  GRASS  AND  CROPS.  WEB-WORMS  A  D  I  STOR¬ 

ING  FACTOR  |N  GARDENS.  ONE  CASE  OF  BLISTER  BEETLE  DAMAGE.  MOISTURE  NEEDED  FOR  DRY¬ 
LAND  CROPS  AND  GRASS.  SHORTAGE  OF  I  RR  |  G  AT  I  WATER  IN  ONE  COMMUNITY  IN  NORTHERN 
part  of  Lewis  &  Clark  County  will  cut  the  hay  yield  severely  as  compared  to  normal 
years.  Grasshoppers  causing  considerable  damage  in  localized  communities.  Stock 
in  fair  condition  with  exception  of  some  in  northern  part  of  Lewis  &  Clark  County. 

MISSOULA:  Warm  and  dry  all  week.  Excellent  growing  c  editions.  Haying  in  full 
progress.  Yields  fair  to  good.  Winter  grain  turning;  spring  grain 

HEADED  OUT.  FAIR  TO  GOOD  YIELDS  ANTICIPATED.  SUGAR  BEETS  MAKING  GOOD  GROWTH;  FIRST 
CROP  STRAWBERRIES  COMPLETED.  SOUR  CHERRIES  READ.Y  FOR  MARKET;  FAIR  YIELDS.  SOIL 
MOISTURE  O.K.  NOW,  0  UT  MORE  RAIN  WILL  BE  NEEDED  TO  FILL  SPRING  GRAIN  ON  DRY  LAND. 
Early  ranges  dried  up.  Late  ranges  good.  Livestock  in  guoo  condition.  Very  little 
EXTRA  RANGE  AVAILABLE. 

GOLDEN  VALLEY  &  MUSSELSHELL:  No  precipitation  and  mo  crops,  due  to  drouth  and 

GRASSHOPPERS.  THE  ONLY  HARVEST  IS  THE  FIRST  CROP  OF 
ALFALFA  AND  THAT  VERY  SHORT  OF  NORMAL,  AND  ONLY  ON  IRRIGATED  LAND.  LIVESTOCK  SITUA 
TIUN  SERIOUS;  WATER  AND  RANGE  BOTH  SHORT;  DOTH  CATTLE  AND  SHEEP  BEING  MOVED  OUT  OF 
C  OUNTI  ES  . 

PARK:  No  rain  the  past  week.  Hot  winds  prevailing  all  over  the  county.  Rain 

needed.  Grasshopper  situation  the  same.  First  cutting  of  hay  crops  is  below 

AVERAGE  THIS  YEAR. 

PHILLIPS:  Continued  dry  weather  with  hot  winds;  very  unfavorable  growing  co  no  itiosns. 

Surface  and  subsoil  moisture  practically  gone.  No  grain  crops  are  left 
for  Harvest  except  in  the  irrigated  secti^s.  In  northern  part  of  the  county  there 

1  S  ST  ILL  HOP  E  FOR  FEED  IF  IT  RAINS,  AND  THERE  MAY  ST  ILL  BE  A  P03S  I  B  I  L  I  TY  OF  A  L  1  GH  T 
GRAIN  CROP  CN  THE  JEST  SUMM  ERF  A  LLOW  .  THE  SOUTHERN  PART  OF  THE  COUNTY  IS  DRIED  UP 
AND  N  CHANCE  OF  A  CRPP  EVEN  UNDER  FAVORABLE  CONDITIONS  FROM  NOW  ON.  GRASSHOPPERS 
ARE  BEGINNING  TO  MIGRATE  AND  ARE  DAMAGING  NEW  AREAS,  PARTICULARLY  THE  MlLK  R|VER 

Valley.  Crops  in  the  irrigated  valley  are  spotted.  Hay  crop  is  below  normal. 
Livestock  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county  are  losing  condition,;  in  the  north, 
condition  is  still  mostly  good.  Grass  and  water  getting  extremely  short.  Stockmen 

NOW  LOOKING  FOR  NEW  RANGE  OR  SERIOUSLY  CONSIDERING  SHIPPING  TO  MARKET. 
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PONDERA:  Wheat  on  good  summerfallow  is  holding  its  own  fairly  well.  May  make  a  10 
.TO  12  BUSHEL  CROP  PROVIDING  RAIN  IS  RECEIVED  IN  THE  12 EXT  WEEK  OH  APPROXI¬ 
MATELY  50^  OF  THE  WHEAT  LAND  AND  FEED  CROPS,  EXCLUSIVE  OF  THE  IRRIGATED  SECTIONS. 

Grasshopper  damage  is  beginning  to  appear  due  to  maturity  of  hoppers  and  flight 
HAVING  STARTED.  WAITING  FOR  RELIEF  FROM  W.P.A.  PROJECT  ON  BRAN  AND  FOR  OTHER  MATER¬ 
IALS.  On  THE  WHOLE,  FEED  CROPS  CHIEFLY  LIMITED  TO  THE  IRRIGATED  SECTIONS  ARE  IN  FAIR 
SHAPE,  BUT  WATER  WAS  NOT  APPLIED  SOON  ENOUGH  EVEN  THOUGH  DITCHES  WERE  READY,  BUT 
TWO  DAYS  OF  BLASTING  HEAT  STARTED  THE  CURLING  OF  CROPS.  ALFALFA  SUPPLIES  WILL  BE 
JUST  ENOUGH  TO  HANDLE  LIVESTOCK  IN  THIS  COUNTY  THIS  YEAR.  ABOUT  4,000  TONS  SHORT 
OF  PRODUCTION  AS  OF  4935.  THERE  WILL  BE  NO  SURPLUS  HAY  OR  FEED  FOR  SALE,  ACCORDING 
TO  PRESENT  APPEARANCES.  No  FORCED  MOVEMENT  OF  LIVESTOCK  EXPECTED  FOR  AT  LEAST  TWO 
OR  THREE  MONTHS,  DEPENDIING  UPON  THE  MATURITY  OF  CROPS  AND  GRAIN  HAY.  MANY  ARE  SAVING 
POORER  CROPS  OF  WHEAT  FOR  GRAIN  HAY. 

PRAIRIE:  Hot,  dry  and  windy.  No  precipitation.  There  will  be  no  crop,  not  even 
feed.  Grasshoppers  and  blister  beetles  are  moving  in  and  stripping  what 

LITTLE  FEED  REMAINS  IN  THE  COULEE  BOTTOMS.  LIVESTOCK  ARE  SHOWING  THE  EFFECTS  OF  THE 
DROUTH  AND  WATER  SHORTAGE.  SOME  CATTLE  HAVE  BEEN  MOVED  TO  EASTERN  MARKETS. 

RICHLAND:  Continued  hot  and  dry  weather  this  past  week.  75‘/j  of  the  grain  crops  are 

TOO  FAR  GONE  TO  EVEN  FURNISH  ANY  FEED  FOR  LIVESTOCK.  CORN  CROPS  ARE 
SPOTTED  BUT  STANDING  UP  BETTER  UNDER  DROUTH  CONDITIONS  AND  WITH  BENEFICIAL  RAINS 
THERE  WOULD  BE  FAIR  FEED  SUPPLY.  ON  IRRIGATION,  THE  BLISTER  BEETLES  AND  GRASS¬ 
HOPPERS  ARE  CONTINUING  THEIR  DESTRUCTION  OF  CRjPS.  Po  I  SON  I  N  G,  BOTH  THE  BLISTER 
BEETLES  AND  GRASSHOPPERS,  IS  BEING  CARRIED  ON.  T  H  1  S  FAST  WEEK  SOME  LIVESTOCK  WERE 
MOVING  FROM  THE  WESTERN  PORTION  OF  THE  COUNTY,  MOST  0  F  WH  I  C  H  ARE  BEING  SOLD  LOCALLY. 

ROOSEVELT:  Mo  precipitation,  but  weather  cooler  during  part  of  week.  Crops  have  not 
deteriorated  as  fast  as  during  last  week  of  June.  Prospects  indscate 

SOME  GRAIN  WILL  BE  HARVESTED,  BUT  HARVEST  WILL  BE  LIGHT  AND  LIMITED  TO  SMALL  AREAS. 

Grasshoppers  numerous,  but  actual  damage  slight.  Pasture  conditions  getting  serious 

AND  MOVEMENT  OF  CATTLE  HAS  STARTED.  No  V.' IN  TER  FEED  IN  SIGHT. 

ROSEBUD:  Weather  was  cool  fi  rst  of  week,  but  hot  winds  blowing  the  past  few  days. 

"  NO  DRYLAND  CROPS,  AND  IRRIGATED  CROPS  ARE  BEING  DAMAGED  BY  GRASSHOPPERS 
AND  BLISTER  BEETLES.  CONDITIONS  VERY  SERIOUS.  GRASS  IN  ALL  RANGE  AREAS  FR  ACT  I  CALL  Y- 
gone.  Several  hundred  head  of  cattle  and  sheep  already  shipped  from  county.  Farm¬ 
ers  IN  DRY  LAND  AREAS  ARE  LOOKING  FOR  WORK. 

SANDERS:  Growing  conditions  very  good.  All  crops  very  good,  but  rain  needed  sojN 

ON  ACCOUNT  OF  DRYING  WEATHER.  WINTER  WHEAT  STARTING  TO  RIPEN,  WITH  PROS¬ 
PECTS  FOR  GOOD  YIELD  AND  QUALITY.  FIRST  CUTTING  ALFALFA  MOSTLY  IN  STACK  WITH  YIELD 
ABOVE  NORMAL.  SECOND  CUTTING  COMING  ON  FAST.  POTATOES  AND  GARDEN  CROPS  IN  FINE 
condition.  Livestock  in  fine  condition.  Range  stock  mostly  on  high  range. 

Shortage  of  harvest  labor.  y 

SHERIDAN:  Continued  dry  with  above  normal  winds;  most  crops  at  a  standstill  except 

SUMMERFALLOW.  EACH  DAY  WITHOUT  RAIN  INCREASES  THE  PER  CENT  OF  ABANDON¬ 
MENT.  Livestock  men  are  worried  over  supply  of  feed.  Although  1935  straw  supply 
was  abundant,  the  long  feeding  season  during  THE  PAST  winter  depleted  this  supply 
50  TO  75  PER  CENT  MORE  THAN  NORMAL.  FARMERS  ARE  NOW  ATTEMPTING  TO  MEET  THE  REQUIRE¬ 
MENTS  OF  THE  NEW  CONSERVATION  PROGRAM  BY  DU  C  K  F  fiDTT  I  N  G  AND  DNEWAYING  GREEN  MANURE. 

Others  are  waiting  to  see  if  thus  crop  may  be  used  for  feed.  A  larger  number  of 
farmers  are  turning  livestock  to  pasture  on  crops.  Grasshopper  hatchings  are  in¬ 
creasing  in  northeast  part  of  county. 

STILLWATER:  Very  little  hope  of  saving  any  dryland  grain.  Fair  prospects  a  week 

TO  TEN  DAYS  AGO  IN  SMALL  AREA  DAMAGED  SO  3  A  D  LY  THAT  EVEN  A  GOOD  RA  IN 
WOULD  NOT  SAVE  THEM  NOW.  DRYLAND  GRAIN  BEING  CUT  FOR  HAY  OR  PASTURED  IN  EFFORT  TO 
GET  SOME  FEED.  LIGHT  FIRST  CUTTING  OF  HAY  IN  IRRIGATED  SECTIONS.  POSSIBILITY  OF 
SECOND  CUTTING  IF  HOPPERS  CAN  BE  CONTROLLED.  BEETS  MAKING  GOOD  GROWTH  WHERE  HOPPERS 
AND  BLISTER  BEETLES  EE«NG  POISONED.  C  0  NS  I  D  E  R  A  B  L  E  MO  V  E  ME  NT  OF  CATTLE  TO  MARKET  AND 
SEVERAL  BANDS  OF  SHEEP  GOING  OUT  FOR  PASTURE. 

SWEETGRASS:  Irrigation  streams  are  depleting  ra_pidly.  90%  of  all  dry  land  cro  ps 

HAVE  BEEN  CUT  FOR  HAY  AND  ABOUT  !  0%  OF  IRRIGATED  CROPS  ARE  NOW  BEING 

harvested  for  hay.  The  first  cutting  of  alfalfa  is  now  nearing  completion.  Live¬ 
stock  CONDITIONS  ARE  POOR  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  SHORTAGE  OF  FEED  ON  THE  LOWER  RANGES. 

Cattle  and  sheep  are  now  being  taken  to  the  reserves.  Insect  infestation  is  still 
DOING  SERIOUS  DAMAGE  TO  CROPS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

TETON:  Extremely  high  temperatures  accompanied  by  hot  drying  winds  have  made 

GROWING  CONDITIONS  VERY  POOR.  CROPS  H  E  DETERIORATED  VERY  FAST  THIS  PAST 
week.  Approximately  70%  of  county  is  acgut  30 70  normal.  The  other  30/o  of  county 
IS  ST  |  LL  ABOUT  NORMAL  AND  IF  WE  GET  GOOD  Fi  A  INS  WITHIN  A  WEEK  THIS  PORTION  WILL  HAVE 
A  PRETTY  FAIR  CROP.  THE  RANGE  HAS  ALSO  DETERIORATED  VERY  RAPIDLY.  HOWEVER,  THE 
WESTERN  EDGE  OF  THE  COUNTY  UP  NEXT  TO  THE  MOUNTAINS  IS  STILL  IN  FAIR  SHAPE.  GRASS¬ 
HOPPERS  ALREADY  DOING  SOME  DAMAGE  TO  CR  PS  IN  RATHER  LIMITED  AREAS.  FIRST  CUTTING 
OF  ALFALFA  PRACTICALLY  COMPLETED,  WITH  BELOW  NORMAL  CROP.  LIVESTOCK  BEING  MOVED  TO 
M  AR  KET  . 

TOOLE:  Southern  section,  of  county  in  poor  shape.  Livestock  being  turned  into  some 
OF  THE  FIELDS  A  N.D  FEED  IS  FAIR  FOR  THE  PRESENT.  EARLY  SPRING  GROWTH  P  ROV  I  0- 
ING  SUFF  ICIENT  PASTURE,  BUT  SOME  OPERATORS  ARE  FIGURING  ON  SHIPPING  SOON,  AS  THEY 
CANNOT  SEE  ANY  CERTAIN  FEEDS  FOR  THE  FALL  AND  WINTER.  W 1 TH  THE  EXCEPTION  OF  THE 
SWEETGRASS  HlLLS  AREA,  CROPS  ARE  BEGINNING  TO  TURN.  GOOD  S UMM ER F A LL 0 WED  FIELDS  ARE 
HOLDING  UP  WELL.  SOME  LIVESTOCK  WILL  HAVE  TO  BE  SHIPPED  WITHIN  THE  NEXT  MONTH. 

This  is  particularly  true  in  the  areas  south  of  the  Marias,  where  cattle  are  now 

BEING  TURNED  INTO  CROP  LAND.  THERE  IS  SUFFICIENT  FORAGE  FOR  THE  PRESENT  TIME,  BUT 
NO  INDICATIONS  OF  SUITACLE  RESERVE  OR  ENOUGH  FEED  TO  CARRY  THROUGH  FOR  ANY  LENGTH 
OF  TIME. 


(Continued  on  Page  4.) 


Summaries  by  Counties  for  the  week  ending  July  4  ,  [9C6  -  Page  4. 

VALLEY:  Crop  conditions  are  very  bad.  Crops  in  the  county  are  3eyond  recovery 

EXCEPT  IN  THE  NORTHEASTERN  PORTION;  THERE  THE  CROPS  ARE  LATER  AND  WITH  A 
RAIN  WILL  MAKE  SOME  FEED.  GRASSHOPPERS  AND  BLISTER  BEETLES  ARE  MOVING  IN  FROM  THE 
RANGE  TO  THE  CROP  LAND  AND  TO  THE  IRRIGATED  SECTIONS.  IRRIGATED  GROWERS  ARE 
ENDEAVORING  TO  PROTECT  CROPS  WITH  POISON.  STOCK  IN  THE  SOUTHERN  PORTION  OF  THE 
COUNTY  AFC  BEGINNING  TO  LOSE  WEIGHT,  BUT  THOSE  IN  THE  NORTHERN  PART  OF  THE  COUNTY 
ARE  STILL  HOLDING  ON.  STOCK  IS  BEING  MOVED  OUT  OF  THE  RANGE  IN  THE  SOUTH  AT  THIS 
TIME.  Vi/ATER  HOLES  ARE  PRACTICALLY  DRIED  UP#  IN  THE  NORTHERN  PORTION,  RANGE  AND 

WATER  IS  FAIR  TO  POOR.  ST  OC  K  IS  BEING  TURNED  OUT  INTO  SEEDED  CROPS  TO  GET  THE 

LITTLE  THAT  I  S  LEFT. 

WHEATLAND:  Extremely  hot  and  dry  duriing  the  past  week.  Mo  moisture.  Crops  through 

THE  COUNTY  ARE  SHOWING  THE  EFFECT  OF  DROUTH,  AND  HAVE  BEEN  DAMAGED 

DURING  THE  PAST  WEEK  BY  HOT  W|l  N  DS  AND  LACK  OF  MOISTURE.  DRYLAND  CROPS  IN  MOST 

AREAS  IN  THE  COUNTY  WILL  BE  A  TOTAL  LOSS.  CROPS  IN  JUDITH  GAP  AND  AMERICAN  FORK 
AREAS  COULD  STILL  BE  HELPED  WITH  RAIN.  GRASSHOPPERS  ARE  MOVING  IN  THE  COUNTY  AND 
ARE  DOING  CONSIDERABLE  DAMAGE.  GRASSHOPPERS  HAVE  MOVED  INTO  THE  IRRIGATED  BOTTOMS 
DURING  THE  PAST  WEEK  AND  ARE  DAMAGING  ALFALFA.  RANGES  ARE  BURNING  IN  THE  COUNTY 
AND  IN  SOME  AREAS  STOCK  WATER  IS  BECOMING  A  SERIOUS  PROBLEM.  MANY  OF  THE  STOCKMEN 
HAVE  MOVED  THEIR  STOCK  INTO  THE  FOREST  RESERVE.  STOCK  IN  THE  EAST  END  OF  THE  LITTLE 

Belts  is  faced  with  a  serious  water  shortage. 

WIBAUX:  Hot,  dry  weather.  No  precipitation.  Chances  for  any  feed  getting  less 
every  day.  There  will  be  no  harvesting  of  grain  in  the  county.  Grass¬ 
hoppers  NUMEROUS  IN  SPOTS,  BUT  BECAUSE  OF  DRY  CONDITIONS  VERY  LITTLE  POISONING 
done.  Some  cattle  being  shipped. 


YELLOWSTONE:  In  non- i rr i gated  districts,  many  farmers  cutting  winter  wheat  for 

hay.  Very  little  wheat  will  be  harvested,  particularly  on  north  side. 
Good  rain  now  would  still  benefit  late  grain  and  might  make  possible  plantings  of 

EMERGENCY  FEED  CROPS.  IN  SOUTH  BeNCH  COMMUNITIES,  THERE  IS  STILL  PROSPECT  OF  A 
SMALL  YIELD  OF  WHEAT.  IN  IRRIGATED  DISTRICTS,  FARMERS  BUSY  IRRIGATING,  AND  MOST 
CROPS  ARE  IN  FAIR  CONDITION,  SECOND  CROP  OF  ALFALFA  STARTING  TO  GROW  IN  MANY  DIS¬ 
TRICTS  DUE  TO  EFFECTIVE  GRASSHOPPER  CONTROL  AND  lf(R  IGATION  WORK.  CONDITIONS  OF 
RANGE  BAD  IN  ALL  PARTS  OF  COUNTY,  WITH  PROSPECTS  FOR  WINTER'  FEED  CROP  POOR.  CONSID¬ 
ERABLE  LIVESTOCK  GOING  TO  MARKET.  GRASSHOPPER  MIXING  PROGRAM  STILL  -OIMG  STRONG. 

Expect  to  continue  mixing  for  another  three  weeks  or  more.  Farmers  using  double 

STRENGTH  HOPPER  BAIT  FOR  CRICKETS,  REPORT  EXCELLENT  RESULTS. 

MILK  RIVER  PROJECT:  The  first  cr  :.p  of  hay  is  t£  arly  harvested,  with  below  normal 

yields.  Beets  and  grains  are  n-.t  responding  to  the  irrigation 

WATER  AS  THEY  NORMALLY  DO.  GRASSHOPPERS  AND  BLISTER  BEETLES  CONTINUE  TO  DO  CONSIDER¬ 
ABLE  DAMAGE,  HOWEVER,  THE  AREAS  OF  INFESTATION  ARE  SPOTTED.  S;J ME  BEET  FIELDS  AND 
GARDENS  ARE  BEING  SERIOUSLY  DAMAGED  BY  THE  3EFTLES.  RANGE  LAND  SURROUNDING  THE  MlLK 
River  is  practically  gone.  Many  of  the  stockmen  are  moving  their  animals  to  the 
PASTURES  ON  THE  PROJECT. 


GALLATIN:  No  precipitation  and  some  drying  wind.  Spring  grain  heading  out  and  in 
MANY  PLACES  GRAIN  HAS  STARTED  TO  BURN  DUE  TO  LACK  OF  MOISTURE.  PRACTIC¬ 


ALLY  ALL  HAY  CUT,  AND  STACKED.  ONLY  A  FEW  DITCHES  OF 
CARRYING  WATER.  PASTURE  IS  DRYING  OUT  RAPIDLY.  SOME 
WIND  ROWS  AND  SOLD  TO  THE  EASTERN  PART  OF  THE  STATE. 
TINUES  ON  AN  INCREASED  SCALE.  FlVE  CARS  OF  FAT  LAMBS 


VERY  EARLY  WATER  RIGHTS  NOW 
HAY  HAS  BEEN  BALED  FROM  THE 

Grasshopper  poisoning  con- 

SHl PPED . 


*  *  *  *  *  Jjc  * 


Helena,  Montana, 
July  8,  1936. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OP  AGRICULTURE 
Weather  Bureau - Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 


REPORT  OF  WEATHER  AND  CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTANA 
For  the  Week  Ending  Tuesday,  July  14,  1936. 


issued  jointly  by  tho  Division  of  Crop  end  Livestock  Estimates  and  the  Woaiher  Bureau, 
Offices :  Fourth  floor,  Federal  Sificc  Building,  Helena,  Montana. 


The  first  part  of  the  week  was  hot  and  dry,  except  «or  a  few  showers  which 

WERE  MOSTLY  TOO  LIGHT  OR  SCATTERED  TO  MATERIALLY  BENEFIT  ANY  PARTICULAR  AREA. 

The  last  part  was  much  cooler  with  good  rainfall  occurring  over  the  Northwest,  and 

THROUGHOUT  THE  EASTERN  THIRD  OF  THE  STATE,  WHERE  DROUTH  CONDITIONS  HAVE  BEEN  MOST 
SEVERE  . 


While  the  rains  came  too  late  to  save  the  dryland  grain  crop  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  State,  their  occurrence  during  the  past  week  may  still  make  possible 

a  YIELD  OF  GRAIN  HAY  OR  EVEN  SOME  RETURN  UF  SEED  FROM  SOME  OF  THE  FEW  SURVIVING 

FIELDS.  The  rain  in  the  east  benefited  corn,  alfalfa,  beets,  beans,  and  IRRIGATED 
crops  in  general,  although  greatest  benefit  was  in  connection  with  possible  improve¬ 
ment  of  pasturage  conditions  and  in  relieving  a  serious  water  shortage  which  in 

MANY  DISTRICTS  ALONE  WAS  RESPOND J  Bl  E  FOR  MOST  DISTRESS  OF  LIVESTOCK.  HEAT  EARLY 
IN  THE  WEEK  INJURED  SPRING  WHEAT  WEST  OF  THE  DIVIDE;  OTHERWISE,  GROWING  CONDITIONS 
IN  THAT  SECTION  CONTINUED  MOSTLY  FAVORABLE  BUT  IN  NEED  OF  RAIN.  |N  THE  CENTRAL 
PORTION  OF  THE  STATE,  COOLER  WEATHER  SLOWED  UP  DETERIORATION  OF  CROPS  AND  RANGES 
TO  SOME  EXTENT,  BUT  CONTINUED  LACK  OF  RAIN  INTENSIFIED  DROUTH  CONDITIONS  AND  IN¬ 
CREASED  THE  AMOUNT  OF  CROP  FAILURE  A  AID  SUFFERING  OF  LIVESTOCK. 

Harvesting  of  winter  wheat  started  in  certain  districts,  but  yields  were 

LIGHT  BECAUSE  OF  DAMAGE  FROM  DROUTH,  GRASSHOPPERS,  AND  W  I  N  TE  R- K  I  L  L  I  N  G  .  |N  GALLATIN 

Valley  and  some  other  districts  east  of  the  Divide,  winter  wheat  has  been  forced 

TO  RIPEN  TOO  FAST;  IN  THE  FLATHEAD  VALLEY,  IT  IS  REPORTED  IN  GOOD  CONDITION. 

Spring  wheat  has  mostly  headed  out,  but  needs  rain  to  fill  well.  Barley  is  turning. 
Irrigation  crops  are  reported  little  changed  from  last  week,  except  that  additional 

GRAIN  CROPS  WERE  CUT  FOR  HAY  TO  AVOID  ENTIRE  LOSS  FROM  GRASSHOPPERS.  BEETS  CONTIN¬ 
UED  TO  MAKE  GOOD  PROGRESS  IN  THE  WEST;  SOME  STANDS  WERE  SPOTTED,  THIN,  AND  POOR  IN 
the  east.  Beans  are  blossoming.  Harvesting  of  canning  peas  is  under  way  in  the 
Gallatin  Valley;  seed  peas  have  finished  blossoming,  and  early  fields  have  begun 
to  mature.  Potatoes  are  mostly  good.  Haying  continued,  although  there  was  some 
I  NTERRUPT  I  O  N  F  R  0  M  S  H  i Ml  E  R  S  '  A  N  D  SOME  DTM'A'GE  TtJ  "H  'KY“  N-"  THE'  Ov  Vl/H  I  LE  THE  CROP  HAS 

BEEN  LIGHT  OVER  THE  EASTERN  TWO-THIRDS  OF  THE  STATE,  IT  IS  REPORTED  THE  BEST  IN 
MANY  YEARS  IN  THE  B|G  HOLE  BASIN  IN  THE  EXTREME  SOUTHWESTERN  PART  OF  THE  STATE. 

Insect  damage  lessened  in  some  districts,  and  increased  in  others,  as  hordes 
of  grasshoppers  took  to  wing  from  the  heavily  infested  areas.  Damage  from  grass¬ 
hoppers  in  the  west  has  so  far  been  mostly  negligible.  Web-worm  damage  has  about 

CEASED.  A  LITTLE  DAMAGE  TO  GRAIN  AND  PEAS  WAS  DONE  BY  HAIL  IN  THE  BEAVERHEAD  AREA. 

Heavy  movement  of  livestock  continued  from  the  drouth  areas,  although  good 
rains  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  drouth  section  lessened  the  need  for  movement  to 
some  extent.  Some  stockmen  have  managed  to  hold  on  to  their  stuff  a  little  longer 

BY  USING  WINTER  FEED,  OR  CONVERTING  ABANDONED  GRAIN  FIELDS  TO  PASTURAGE.  MOST  OF 
THE  LIVESTOCK  THAT  HAVE  BEEN  HELD  ON  THE  RANGE  ARE  STILL  IN  FAIR  TO  GOOD  CONDITION 
DESPITE  THE  POOR  CONDITION  OF  THE  RANGE  THROUGHOUT  THE  DROUTH  SECTIONS.  PROMPT 
MOVEMENT  HAS  SO  FAR  PREVENTED  ANY  KNOWN  CASES  OF  ACTUAL  STARVATION.  (N  THE  WESTERN 
THIRD  OF  THE  STaTE,  AMD  IN  THE  HIGHER  RANGES  AND  FOREST  RESERVES  OF  THE  CENTRAL 
SECTION,  LIVESTOCK  ARE  GENERALLY  IN  GOOD  TO  EXCELLENT  CONDITION.  LOWER  RANGES 
ARE  GENERALLY  DRIED  UP,  BUT  HIGHER  RANGES  ARE  STILL  GROWIING. 


Weekly  Temperature  and  Precipitation  Data 
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Jay  G.  Diamond,  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock 
Series  -  1936  -  No,  [5.  Estimates. 

Helena,  Montar  a. 

July  15,  1936. 


The  Following  County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  Week  Ending  July  II,  19  36, 
are  Furnished  Through  the  Courtesy  of  Director  J.  C.  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BEAVERHEAD:  Few  showers,  confined  mostly  to  Beaverhead  Valley.  Some  hail  damage 
in  Beaverhead  Valley  to  peas  and  grain.  Weather  a  little  cooler. 

Water  available  from  Lima  Dam.  First  crop  of  alfalfa  about  the  same  as  last  year. 

Pea  crop  good.  Web-worms  about  through,  with  very  small  loss  on  gardens  and  peas. 
Crop  areas  have  been  pretty  well  protected  from  hoppers  by  poisoning, 

BIG  HORN:  Extremely  hot  and  dry  weather  and  poor  growing  conditions  prevailed  dur- 
"  ing  the  week.  Non- i rr i gated  crops  gone  and  valley  crops  fair.  Beets 

making  good  progress.  Damage  done  by  grasshoppers  and  crickets  abating,  but  poison¬ 
ing  still  going  on.  Livestock  fair  in  spite  of  poor  range.  Many  being  shipped  by 
train  and  truck  to  market. 

BLAINE:  No  precipitation.  Continued  hot  and  dry  weather.  Dryland  crops  are  com¬ 
plete  failures.  Livestock  and  range  in  practically  the  same  condition 
as  last  week.  More  stock  is  3eing  shipped  from  the  south  side  of  the  Bear  Paw 
Mounta ins. 

CARBON:  No  precipitation  during  the  week.  Very  hot  and  dry  in  th  e  Fromberg-Br  l  dger 
area.  Hopper  poisoning  campaign  continues  unabated.  Hoppers  are  flying 
and  many  crops  are  now  being  damaged  which  have  not  been  bothered  to  a  great  extent 
before.  A  considerable  acreage  of  grain  cut  for  hay.  All  haying  completed  in  the 
Joliet,  Fromberg,  and  Bridger  area.  Haying  in  full  swing  in  the  southwestern  part 
of  the  county.  Harvesting  started  in  a  few  early  v, 'inter  wheat  fields  which  escaped 
INJURY.  A  GREAT  DEAL  OF  LIVESTOCK  HAS  BEEN  MOVED  OUT  OF  THE  COUNTY  DURING  THE  WEEK, 
BOTH  THROUGH  BUYE.RS  AND  THROUGH  TRUCKING  BY  OWNERS  TO  BILLINGS.  |T  IS  BELIEVED 
THAT  AT  LEAST  60/o  OF  THE  CATTLE  WILL  BE  MOVED  TO  MARKET.  LITTLE  OR  NO  HAY  WILL  BE 
AVAILABLE  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  THIS  SEASON  AND  PRICES  OF  $15  IN  THE  NORTH  PART  OF  THE 
COUNTY  ARE  REPORTED,  WITH  SOME  $|0  PRICES  IN  THE  SOUTHERN  PART. 

CHOUTEAU:  Dry  and  sultry  during  the  week.  All  crops  are  practically  a  failure. 

Grasshoppers  and  Mormon  crickets  are  present  in  large  numbers  but  due  to 
the  fact  that  drouth  has  already  destroyed  the  crops,  damage  from  these  insects  is 

NOT  NOTICEABLE.  LIVESTOCK  SITUATION  IS  VERY  SERIOUS  DUE  TO  THE  LACK  OF  SUMMER  AND 
FALL  PASTURE  AND  WINTER  FEED  SUPPLIES.  HAY  CROPS  ARE  LESS  THAN  [  Qfjo  NORMAL  WITH  THE 
FARMERS  MAKING  EVERY  EFFORT  TO  SECURE  SOME  FEED  FROM.  THE  BURNT  OUT  CROPS.  A  HEAVY 
SHIPMENT  OF  LIVESTOCK  HAS  ALREADY  BEEN  MADE  WITH  THE  PR  ICES  FAR  BELOW  THE  COST  OF 
PRODUCTION.  AT  BEST,  WITH  EVERY  POSSIBLE  METHOD  OF  SECURING  FEED  FROM  GOVERNMENT 
ASSISTANCE  IF  SUCH  WILL  BE  FORTHCOMING,  NOT  MORE  THAN  I  OF  THE  LIVESTOCK  WILL  BE 
WINTERED  IN  THE  COUNTY.  POSSIBLY  800  FARMERS  WILL  3E  SERIOUSLY  SHORT  OF  WINTER  FEED. 

CUSTER  -  POWDER  RIVER:  Intense  heat  and  dry  weather  has  ruined  all  dry  land  crops 

AND  GRASS  FOR  this  YEAR.  NO  CROPS  TO  HARVEST  EXCEPT  THOSE 
ON  |  RR  l  GATED*  L  AN  D  .  DRY  LAND  CROPS  FAILED  TO  MAKE  FEED  OR  PASTURE.  TOO  DRY  FOR 
THISTLES  TO  GROW.  CROPS  UNDER  IRRIGATION  LOOK  GOOD  ALTHOUGH  A  FEW  GRAIN  FIELDS  ARE 
BEING  CUT  FOR  FEED  TO  SAVE  THEM  FROM,  GRASSHOPPERS.  BEETS  DOING  WELL  WHERE  THEY  WERE 
PROTECTED  FROM  BEETLE  AND  WEB-WORM  DAMAGE  EARLIER  IN  THE  SEASON.  GRASSHOPPER  POISON 
BEING  DISTRIBUTED  ONLY  ON  THE  IRRIGATED  PROJECTS.  CATTLE  MOVING  OUT  IN  CONSIDERABLE 
NUMBERS  WITH  STOCKMEN  SELLING  RATHER  THAN  GOING  TO  PASTURE.  WATER  IS  GETTING  SCARCE. 

Sheep  outfits  are  beginning  to  move,  uUt  chances  are  better  to  stay  than  for  cattle. 

DANIELS:  Light  to  medium  rains  in  northern  half  of  county  early  part  of  week  were  a 
help  t  crops  and  grass  du t  subsequent  hot  scorching  winds  minimized 
benefits.  Hot  dry  winds  taking  crop  fast.  Rains  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  some  help  to 
northern  part  of  county.  Some  grasshopper  damage  reported.  Many  turning  stock  in 

ON  GRAIN  FIELDS.  SOME  CATTLE, WERE  SHIIPPED  OUT  DURING  WEEK.  W.P.A.  EXPECTED  TO 
RELIEVE  SITUATION.  NiEARLY  80/.  OF  FARM  FAMILIES  WILL  NEED  WORK  OR  RELIEF. 

DAWSON:  Producers  generally  attempting  to  get  available  feed  from  grain  crops,  as 

THE  WEEK  MARKED  FINAL  H.PE  OF  HARVEST.  RESULTS  VARY  WITH  LOCALITIES,  BUT 
OWING  TO  THIN  STANDS,  THE  AMOUNTS  BEING  SECURED  ARE  SMALL  AND  NOT  SUFFICIENT  TO 
MAINTAIN  LIVESTOCK.  SCATTERED  FIELDS  OF  CORN  ARE  HOLDING  UP  AND  MIGHT  STILL  FURNISH 
ADDITIONAL  FEED.  SOME  SHIPMENTS  HAVE  BEEN  MADE  DURING  THE  PAST  WEEK,  BUT  NO  GENERAL 
MOVEMENT  IS  ANTICIPATED  FOR  THE  IMMEDIATE  FUTURE.  GROWERS  ARE  ATTEMPTING  TO  MAKE 
PLANS  FOR  WINTERING  STOCK.  A  CONSIDERABLE  NUMBER  OF  HERDS  WILL  REQUIRE  ADDITIONAL 
FEED  AT  THE  CLOSE  OF  GRAZING.  LARGE  NUMBERS  OF  STOCK  ARE  NOW  IN  GRAIN  FIELDS. 

Hoppers  are  moving  rapidly  and  damaging  both  grass  and  the  scattered  crops. 

FALLON  -  CARTER:  Drying  winds  and  high  temperatures  prevailed  throughout  week.  All 

. GRAIN  CROPS  ABANDONED.  SOME  GRAIN  CUT  FOR  HAY.  GRASSHOPPERS  IN, 

HUGE  NUMBERS  THROUGHOUT  DOTH  COUNTIES.  LIVESTOCK  MOVING  OUT  RAPIDLY.  ESTIMATE  50  fo 
OF  STOCK  WILL  BE  MOVED  OUT  OF  CARTER  COUNTY  WITHIN  THE  NEXT  TWO  WEEKS.  THE  REST 
WILL  FOLLOW  UNLESS  CONDITIONS  CHANGE  MATERIALLY.  SHEEPMEN  IN  WORSE  SHAPE  THAN  CATTLl 
MEN.  7000  EWES  AN D  LAMBS  HAVE  BEEN  SOLD  AND  ARE  ON  THE  ROAD  TO  DELIVERY  POINT. 

Most  sheepmen  not  able  to  grow  out  lambs  even  though  they  have  been  contracted  are 

SELLING  EWES  AND  LAMBS  WHENEVER  AND  WHEREVER  THEY  CAN  AT  THE  BEST  POSSIBLE  PRICE. 

Much  of  the  range  land  completely  gone.  Every  farmer  and  stockman  in  need  €F  and 
LOCKING  F0  R  WO  RiK  . 

FERGUS:  Crop  in  east  part  of  county  gone.  Crop  in  west  part  of  county  much  more 

SERIOUSLY  DAMAGED  THAN  ANTICIPATED.  MUCH  OF  THE  GRAIN  WHICH  HAS  MADE 
SUFFICIENT  GROWTH  FOR  HAY  IS  BEING  CUT  NOW.  ONE  INCH  OF  RAIN,  COVERING  AN  AREA  OF 
ABOUT  A  l&O-MILE  RADIUS,  REPORTED  FOR  LEWHSTOWN,  CAME  TOO  LATE  TO  HELP  THE  CROP  MATER¬ 
IALLY.  This  rain  only  slightly  eenefitted  range.  Other  parts  of  the  county  h i t  in 

SPOTS  BY  LIGHT  SH-JERS.  HAY  AND  STRAW  FOR  LIVESTOCK  FEED  WILL  NOT  BE  OVER  |  O/o  OF 
LAST  YEAR’S  SUPPLY. 

53  CARS  OF  CATTLE  WENT  OUT  LAST  WEEK.  40  CARS  CATTLE  WENT  OUT  THIS  WEEK, 
Shipment  will  be  very  heavy  this  coming  week.  Many  herds  can  be  kept  on  ranges. 
Winter  feed  has  been  used  to  hold  this  long.  Some  stockmen  have  already  sold  their 

CATTLE*  OTHERS  WILL  SHlP  OUT  COMPLETELY  THIS  WEEK.  TWO  DAIRY  OUTFITS  SOLD  OUT  COM-  . 
PLETELY  AT  SACRIFICE  PRICES,  ONE  A  PURE  BRED  HERD.  LAST  WEEK’S  ESTIMATE  OF  75  -  85/o 
STOCK  MOVEMENT  FROM  COUNTY  MAY  BE  TOO  LOW  IN  VIEW  OF  SHRINKAGE  OF  WINTER  AND  SPRING 
WHEAT  STRAW  SUPPL1  ES . 


(  Conti  nu  ed  on  Page  2, ) 
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FLATHEAD:  General  growing  conditions  are  good.  Weather  has  been  warm  this  past 

week  with  a  few  local  thunder  showers.  Winter  wheat  is  good.  Some  sprung 
wheat  has  been  injured  by  hot  weather.  Late  seeded  wheat  is  quite  good.  Spring 

WHEAT  is  HEADED  OUT.  WINTER  WHEAT  TURNING  RAPIDLY.  BARLEY  FIELDS  BEGINNING  TO 
YELLOW  UP,  SHOWING  SIGNS  OF  MATURITY.  HAY  CROPS  ABOUT  NORMAL.  POTATOES  LOOKING 

good.  Some  areas  still  have  abundant  moisture  in  the  soil.  Early  pea  fields  matur¬ 
ing  AND  MAJORITY  OF  PEA  FIELDS  ARE  PAST  BLOOMING.  LIVESTOCK  IN  EXCELLENT  CONDITION. 

GALLATIN:  Slight  precipitation  in  extreme  west  part  of  county.  Somewhat  cooler 

THAN  PREVIOUS  WEEK.  WINTER  GRAIN  RIPENING  TOO  FAST  E  EC  A  USE  OF  DRY  CON¬ 
DITIONS.  Spring  grain  in  dry  land  areas  showing  distinct  burning.  Canning  pea 

HARVEST  UNDER  WAY.  IRRIGATED  PASTURES  SHOWING  EFFECTS  OF  LACK  OF  IRRIGATION  WATER. 

Only  ditches  with  the  very  earliest  rights  in  lower  part  of  valley  now  have  water. 

Hay  being  baled  fro.;,  newly  made  stacks,  and  trucked  out  to  eastern  part  of  State. 

GARFIELD  -  PETROLEUM:  Few  scattered  light  showers  and  cooler  during  the  week. 

PREC1P1TAT10N  T00  L1GHT  T0  BE  0F  ANY  PARTI  CULAR  BENEFIT. 
Precipitation  recorded  in  Jordan  April  I  to  June  I  was  1.47  inches.  Most  of  this 
amount  came  in  one  shower  of  approximately  I  inch  on  the  first  of  May.  Harvesting 
for  hay  of  a  few  grain  crups  with  enough  growth  to  permit  cutting  has  been  fr.  ac¬ 
tually  COMPLETED.  ON  FLuOO  IRRIGATED  AREAS  AND  LOW  LANDS,  WHERE  SOME  GROWTH  WAS 
POSSIBLE,  CROPS  HAVE  SEEN  HARVESTED  FOR  HAY  IN  THE  BLOSSOM  STAGE  TO  SAVE  THEM  FROM 
GRASSHOPPERS.  THE  CONDITION  OF  LIVESTOCK  IN  MOST  LOCALITIES  IS  FAIR  TO  GOOD. 
Considerable  livestock  is  being  moved  through  various  channels,  principally  because 
of  the  shortage  cf  water.  Shortage  of  feed  becoming  apparent  in  every  locality, 
making  necessary  removal  of  a  large  percentage  of  livestock  within  the  counties. 

GLACIER:  Crops  and  range  depreciated  from  the  hot  and  dry  weather  during  the  week. 

Light  showers  Friday  night.  Some  wheat  on  summerfallow  along  Canadian 
border  and  foothills  may  YIELO  10  bushels  per  acre,  but  southern  part  of  county 

WILL  HARDLY  RETURN  SEED.  LARGE  ACREAGE  ABANDONED  AND  LIVESTOCK  TURNED  IN.  RANGE 
VERY  DRY  EXCEPT  IN  FOOTHILLS  REGION.  WILD  HAY  CROP  LESS  THAN  HALF  OF  NORMAL. 

Some  surplus  range  for  sale  last  week,  but  very  little  now  available.  RhNge  will 

CARRY  LIVESTOCK  FOR  SOME  TIME,  BUT  WILL  BE  NECESSARY  TO  MOVE  MORE  THAN  NORMAL  TO 

market.  Livestock  in  fair  seasonal  condition. 

HILL:  The  week  cf  continued  hot,  dry  weather  has  made  the  situation  as  far  as  crops 

AND  RANGES  ARE  CONCERNED  MORE  ACUTE.  A  SPRINKLE  OF  RAIN  FRIDAY  EVENING, 

WITH  COOL,  CLOUDY  WEATHER  SATURDAY  MORNING,  IS  THE  FIRST  RELIEF  FROM  EXTREME  HIGH 
TEMPERATURES  FOR  A  LUNG  TIME.  THE  GRASSHOPPERS  ARE  MCVI  NG  INTO  ALL  SECTIONS  OF 
THE  COUNTY  IN  THE  RANGE  AREAS.  MOVEMENT  OF  LIVESTOCK  TO  MARKET  CONTINUING,  WITH 
NUMEROUS  REQUESTS  FOR  INFORMATION  AS  TO  WHERE  LIVESTOCK  MAY  3E  MOVED  FOR  RANGE  AND 
POSSIBLE  WINTER  FEEDING.  LIVESTOCK  JUST  HOLDING  THEIR'  OWN  . 

JUDITH  BASliJ:  Slight  amount  of  precipitation.  Cloudy,  hot,  and  sultry.  Growing 

CONDITIONS  VERY  POOR.  ALL  OF  THE  GRAIN  IS  BURNING  BADLY.  Mo  ST  OF 
THE  CROPS  WILL  NOT  BE  HARVESTED  EXCEPT  F,UR  HAY  OR  PASTURE.  ALL  OF  THE  HAY  CROPS  IS 
IN  THE  STACK.  HA  Y  H  AS  YIELDED  ABOUT  50/  OF  NORMAL.  RANGE  IS  VERY  SHORT.  7  CARS 
OF  CATTLE  SHIPPED  OUT  OF  STANFORD  JULY  9TH.  OTHER  SHIPMENTS  EXPECTED  IN  THE  NEAR 

future.  Breeding  cows  will  be  reduced  to  approximately  40)6  of  normal.  Breeding 

EWES  WILL  BE  REDUCED  VERY  SLIGHTLY.  SURPLUS  OF  LABOR.  MANY  FARMERS  WILL  BE  LOOKING 
FOR  WORK  IN  A  SHORT  TIME.  INSECT  DAMAGE  INCREASING.  GRASSHOPPERS  HAVE  FLOWN  IN 
FROM  OTHER  AREAS  AND  ARE  NOW  WORKING  IN  PLACES  WHERE  VERY  FEW  HATCHED  OUT. 

LAKE:  The  weather  was  not  extreme  in  any  particular  place  this  week.  Skies  were 

OVERCAST  PART  OF  THE  TIME  AND  A  FEW  LIGHT  SHAVERS  FELL  WITH  HEAVY  WIND  BLOW¬ 
ING.  Fall  grain  is  turning  color  and  although  it  will  vary  a  good  deal  in  yield, 

IT  IS  NOT  NEAR  UP  TO  NuRMaL.  SPRING  WHEAT  WILL  PRODUCE  ABOUT  NORMAL  YIELDS.  PEAS 
CONTINUE  TO  LOOK  GOoD,  WITH  A  POSSIBLE  SMALL  APHIS  DAMAGE.  BEETS  IN  ONE  LOCALITY 
ARE  AFFECTED  WITH  WED-WORMS  AND  THERE  IS  A  POSSIBILITY  THAT  THESE  INSECTS  MAY  GE  A 
FACTOR  IN  SOME  OTHER  COMMUNITIES.  LIVESTOCK  AND  PASTURE  NORMAL. 

L  BA/ 1 S  &  CLARK  -  BROADWATER :  Winter  wheat  estimated  yield  for  setter  area  of  county 

12-15  bushels.  Spring  wit  at  average  yields  pr.  usably 

WILL  BE  RATHER  LOW  BECAUSE  OF  LATE  SEED  1 N  GS  ,  LACK  OF  MOISTURE,  AND  HOPPERS.  SOME 
KYE  AND  WHEAT  BEING  CUT  FOR  HAY.  FIRST  CUTTING  OF  ALFALFA  AVERAGE  OR  SLIGHTLY 

s^LOW  in  Lewis  &  Clark  and  average  in  Broadwater.  Pastures  lacking  moisture  in 

MtfNY  SECTIONS  AND  SOME  HOPPER  DAMAGE.  LEWIS  &  CLARK  FEED  SUPPLIES  WILL  NOT  ANY  MORE 
THAN  MEET  DEMAND  AND  SO  .  E  ALFALFA  MAY  HAVE  TO  BE  BROUGHT  IN.  BROADWATER  COUNTY  WILL 
LIKELY  HAVE  A  SMALL  PASTURE  AND  HftY  SURPLUS  DEPENDING  ON  WEATHER  CONDITIONS.  WeB- 
WORM  DAMAGE  HAS  PRACTICALLY  STOPPED. 

MISSOULA:  Three  good  showers  during  week.  G  <gd  growing  conditions.  Rain  will 

BENEFIT  SPRING  GRAINS  AND  SECOND  CROP  ALFALFA.  |T  D|  D  SOME  DAMAGE  TO 
LATE  HAY  WHICH  WAS  CUT.  WILL  ALSO  HELP  MAINTAIN  FLOW  OF  IRRIGATION  WATER.  SPRING 
GRAIN  SHOWING  SOME  DAMAGE  FROM  HEAT.  DRY  LAND  SPRING  GRAIN  FILLING.  Fa  I  R  YIELDS 
INDICATED.  W I  N  TE  R  WHEAT  RIPENING.  FIRST  CROP  ALFALFA  COMPLETED;  SECOND  CROP  GROW¬ 
ING  well;  good  yields.  Sugar  beets  making  good  growth.  Some  seed  peas  nearly 

RE«DY  TO  CUT.  POTATOES  MAKING  GOOD  GROWTH.  UPPER  RANGES  IN  GOOD  CONDITION;  LOWER 
RANGES  DRIED  UP.  LIVESTOCK  IN  GOOD  CONDITION. 

GOLDEN  VALLEY  -  MUSSELSHELL:  No  precipitation;  growing  conditions  poor;  hot  winds 

- - - MoST  OF  week.  Very  hot  weather.  Crop  conditions  poor 

Range  and  water  shortage  causing  abnormal  shipment  of  livestock. 

PARK;  Light  local  showers  were  received  in  various  parts  of  the  county  during  the 
week,  however,  moisture  insufficient  to  dc  much  good.  Some  crop  damage  the 

PAST  WEEK  DUE  TO  DRY  WEATHER  AND  HOT  WINDS.  A  LARGE  PART  CF  THE  FIRST  CUTTING  OF 
HAY  IS  IN  THE  STACK  AND  YIELDS  ARE  FAR  BELOW  WHAT  WAS  EXPECTED.  THE  PRESENT  INDI¬ 
CATION  IS  THAT  WE  HAVE  ABOUT  75^6  OF  A  NORMAL  FIRST  CUTTING  OF  HAY.  GRAIN  AT  PRESEN 
LOOKS  ABOUT  35)b  NORMAL.  |  N  MOST  INSTANCES,  RANGE  IS  IN  FAIR  CONDITION  AND  LIVE¬ 
STOCK  ARE  LIKEWISE  IN  NORMAL  CONDITION.  VERY  SHORT  OF  SUITABLE  LABOR. 

(Continued  on  Page  3.) 
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PHILLIPS:  Light  showers  in  various  parts  of  the  county  this  week  did  little  good. 

High  temperature  still  prevails  as  drouth  condition  continues  to  get  worse. 
Growing  conditions  very  poor.  No  dry  land  crops  remain  for  harvest.  Some  crops  may 

BE  SALVAGED  FOR  FEED  IF  IT  RAINS.  A  FEW  CORN  FIELDS  MIGHT  REVIVE  ALSO  AND  MAKE  FEED. 

First  crop  of  alfalfa  in  stack  but  lighter  than  last  year.  Other  irrigated  crops 

LOOKING  FAIR.  WILL  PROBABLY  AVERAGE  50  TO  60  PER  CENT  CROP.  BLUEJOINT  H  AY  C  RD  P 

light.  Grasshoppers  moving  into  the  irrigated  section  and  doing  damage.  Most  of 

RANGE  IS  NOW  STRIPPEC.  FIRST  SERIOUS  INFESTATION  OF  GREEN  BUGS  APPEARED  IN  THE 
VALLEY  AND  ALSO  ON  THE  SOUTH  BENCH.  BLISTER  BEETLES  HAVE  DAMAGED  SUGAR  BEET  CROP 
BUT  NOT  SERIOUSLY.  THERE  WILL  BE  PRACTICALLY  NO  ALFALFA  SEE'D  CROP  DUE  MOSTLY  TO 
HOPPER  DAMAGE.  CONDITION  GETTING  WORSE  DAILY  WITH  CATTLE  N  D  LIVESTOCK.  PRACTIC¬ 
ALLY  NO  GRASS  AND  WATER  IS  BECOMING  A  REAL  PROBLEM.  MOVING  CATTLE  FROM  THE  MISSOURI 
River  country  to  railroad  is  going  to  be  difficult  on  account  of  lack  of  feed  and 
WATER  FOR  THE  4  OR  5  DAY  DRIVE.  STOCKMEN  ALREADY  SHIPPING,  BUT  MOST  HOLDING  BACK. 
Movement  should  be  on  now.  Feed  must  be  made  available  for  milk  cows  and  work  horses 

AND  SOME  FOUNDATION  STOCK. 

PONDERA:  Cooler.  Scattered  light  showers  throughout  the  county.  No  further  deter¬ 
ioration  OF  CROPS  DURING  THE  WEEK,  DUE  TO  COOLER  WEATHER  AND  SCATTERED 

showers,..  Drouth  damage  extensive  in  60^4  of  crop  acreage  of  the  county.  The  remain¬ 
ing  40/i  on  good  summ  erfallow  may  make  a  fair  crop  if  growing  CONDITIONS  remain  favor¬ 
able  uf  to  harvest.  Thus  is  exclusive  of  the  irrigated  sections  where  yields  will 
be  about  70/o  of  normal.  Feed  crops  in  irrigated  sections  are  in  fair  shape.  First 

CUTTING  OF  ALFALFA  WAS  ABOUT  A  NORMAL  CROP,  BUT  SECOND  CROP  WILL  BE  SHORT  UNLESS 
GRASSHOPPERS  CAN  BE  CONTROLLED.  NOT  MUCH  MOVEMENT  OF  LIVESTOCK.  A  FEW  OPERATORS 
LOOKING  FOR  ADDITIONAL  SUMMER  RANGE.  SOME  STOCK  HAS  BEEN  TURNED  INTO  ABANDONED  CROPS. 

PRAIRIE:  Temperature  has  been  100  degrees  or  higher  every  day  the  past  week.  Hot 

WINDS  HAVE  SEARED  EVERYTHING.  No  PROSPECT  OF  A  C  FTP  IS  LEFT.  GRASSHOPPERS 
HAVE  BEEN  TAKING  THE  LEAVES  OFF  THE  TREES.  LIVESTOCK  13  R  A  PT'B'LY  BEING  MOVED  OUT  OF 
THE  COUNTY,  THE  MAJORITY  TO  EASTERN  MARKETS.  HuPPERS  AND  INSECT  PESTS  HAVE  TAKEN 
MOST  OF  THE  DRY  RANGE  GRASSES.  FEED  PRICES  ARE  INCREASING  RAPIDLY.  UNLESS  SOMETHING 
IS  DONE  FOR  THE  LIVESTOCK  OFERATOR  IMMEDIATELY,  THERE  WILL  BE  NO  LIVESTOCK  LEFT  TO 
SAVE. 


RICHLAND:  No  rains  to  relieve  the  drouthy  situation..  Blister  beetles  .being  drought 

UNDER  CONTROL  IN  THE  IRRIGATED  VALLEY  DUE  TO  AN  INTENSIVE  SPRAYING  PROGRAM. 

Some  damage  to  vegetagle  crops  by  sucking  insects.  The  grasshoppers  are  becoming 

MORE  NUMEROUS  IN  THE  IRRIGATED  VALLEY  AND  MORE  POISON  IS  BEING  SPREAD.  PLANS  TO 
START  W.P.A.  PROJECT  ON  WORKING  OVER  OLD  POISON  BAIT  AND  RESACKING.  SOME  LIVESTOCK 
HAS  MOVED  OUT  THIS  PAST  WEEK  ALTHOUGH  MOST  FARMERS  HAVE  EN  UGH  FEED  TO  KEEP  THEIR 
STOCK  THUS  SUMMER  BUT  THE  WINTER  FEED  SUPPLY  IS  SHORT. 


ROOSEVELT;  A  heavy  rain  of  cloudburst  proportions  in  the  Fro  id  and  Homestead  area 

AND  LIGHTER  R  A  INS,  IN  BREDETTE  SECT  I  UN  f  COUNTY  OT  HERW  1  S.E  .  I..S  DRY  QR  ••.PS 
t^AcTfC  ALLY  GONE  EXC  Tpf' 'ToT '  ISOLATED  F  I  EL  DS  .  FARMERS  CANNOT  EXPECT  TO  HARVEST 
ENOUGH  GRAIN  FOR  1937  SEED  NEEDS.  PASTURE  CONDITIONS  POOR  BUT  NO  STOCK  STARVING. 

Winter  feed  is  biggest  problem  facing-  stockmen.  Ho  great  movement  to  market  as  yet. 
Water  supply  decreasing  and  Big  Muddy  and  Poplar  Creeks  lowest  in  45  years. 


ROSEBUD:  Dry  and  hot  all  week.  Local  showers  Saturday.  Second  crop  alfalfa  making 
FAIR  START  IN  SPITE  OF  SHORTAGE  OF  WATER  AND  GRASSHOPPERS.  SOME  IRRIGATED 
GRAIN  CROPS  BEING  CUT  FOR  HAY.  CvfiSi  AND  SUGAR  BEETS  VERY  SPTTEP.  LIVESTOCK  MOSTLY 
IN  GOOD  CONDITION  AND  HOLDING  UP  SURPRISINGLY  WELL  IN  S  F !  TE  OF  HEAT  AND  SHORTAGE  OF 
FEED  AND  WATER.  STOCKMEN  IN  GENERAL  UNWILLING  TO  ACCEPT  PRICES  OFFERED  BY  BUYERS. 

Dryland  farmers  and  small  stockmen  looking  for  work. 

SANDERS:  Moderate  temperatures  with  occasional  showers.  High  temperature  last  week 

CAUSED  UNUSUAL  RIPENING  GF  WINTER  WHEAT.  HARVESTING  WILL  START  THUS  COMING 
WEEK  WITH  PROSPECT  FOR  FA  HR  YIELD.  SPRING  GRAIN  CROPS  IN  GOOD  CONDITION  BUT  NEEDING 

rain.  Second  cutting  alfalfa  making  little  growth  on  dry  land  account  cf  lack  of 
moisture.  Seed  peas  very  good  conditi  n.  Truck  and  vegetable  ca  ps  very  good. 
Livestock  in  very  good  condition.  Lower  range  sadly  dried  out.  Range  on  higher 
altitude  very  good.  Some  shipments  of  grass  fat  cattle. 

SH  ER  I  DA  N :  Light  rain  general  over  most  of  county.  This  will  be  a  great  help  to 
relieve  feed  situati  on,  but  will  nut  help  grain  to  any  great  extent. 

■Weather  has  been  hot.  Grain  mostly  a  failure,  sut  good  summerfallow  will  come  through 
LN  FAIR  SHAPE.  FEED  WILL  BE  SUFFICIENT  FOR  50  TO  75 fo  CF  THE  BREEDING  AND  MILK  STOCK. 
The  recent  rain  SHOULD  bring  PASTURE  in  a  week  or  ten  days,  BUT  pasturage  will  only 
be  a  temporary  help.  Rain  may  increase  the  number  of  livestock  that  can  be  wintered 
'0  TO  20' jo,  BUT  IT  will  STILL  BE  NECESSARY  TO  SHIP  FROM  30  -  4 O'/o  OF  THE  LIVESTOCK  IN 
THE  COUNTY.  W.P.A.  POISON  MIXING  PROJECT  FOR  GRASSHOPPERS  WILL  CONTINUE  FOR  TWO 
■WEEKS  AT  LEAST. 


;T I LLWATER :  Practically  all  dryland  crops  a  failure  or  being  cut  for  hay.  Some 

THINNING  CUT  OF  GRASSHOPPERS  IN  SECTIONS  OF  COUNTY.  W HERE  FARMERS  HAVE 
TONE  A  GOOD  JOB  OF  GRASSHOPPER  POISONING,  THERE  WILL  EE  A  SECOND  CUTTING  OF  ALFALFA. 

ETS  AND  BEANS  IN  PARK  C  I  TY  AREA  MAKING  GOOD  GROWTH.  CATTLE  AND  S  HE  E  P  RANGE  IN  CON~ 
O'll  ON  FROM  FAIR  TO  POOR.  SHEEP  BEING  MOVED  CUT  FOR  PASTURE;  CATTLE  GOING  TO  MARKET 
RATHER  THAN  OUT  FOR  PASTURE.  CATTLE  AND  SHEEP  FOR  SALE  IN  COUNTY  BUT  NOT  AT  SACRIFICE 
0  R I  CES  . 


3WEF FGRASS :  Only  a  trace  of  precipitation  for  the  past  week.  Dryland  crops  now  have 
been  harvested  for  hay  with  a  very  low  tonnace.  First  cutting  of  hay 

JN  IRRIGATED  GROUND  IS  NOW  COMPLETED,  WITH  APPROXIMATELY  ONE-THIRD  OF  NORMAL  CROP. 
IRRIGATED  GRAINS  ARE  CEING  HARVESTED  FOR  HAY,  AS  THE  INSECT  INFESTATION  IS  STILL 

serious.  Approximately  only  \0p  of  the  seeded  grain  crops  on  irrigated  lands  will 
je  harvested  for  grain.  At  this  time  there  is  very  little  indication  of  starting  the 

SECOND  CUTTING  OF  ALFALFA  HAY.  SURPLUS  LIVESTOCK  |S  BEING  SHIPPED  TO  EASTERN  MARKETS, 
SOLD  TO  OUTSIDE  BUYERS.  EFFORTS  ARE  BEING  MADE  TO  MAINTAIN  THE 

Few  instances  have  been  reported  of  livestock  being  moved 
■or  pasture.  Livestock  as  a  whole  is  in  just  medium  condition.  Insect 

STILL  VERY  SERI uUS  WITH  SOME  INDICATIONS  OF  LESSENING  IN  PARTS. 


TO  3  1  LL  1  N  GS  ,  AND 
r  0  UNO  AT  I  UN  HERDS 
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TETON:  A  p  prox  i  mate  ly  .'*20  inch  precipitation  for  week,  with  a  little  more  in  some 

parts.  Crops  have  further  deteriorated  during  the  week.  Approximately  60 

PER  CENT  OF  COUNTY  WILL  SCARCELY  GET  SEED  B  A.C  K  .  THERE  IS  A  SMALL  A  REA,  HO  WEVER  , 

between  Farmington  and  Collins  that  will  get  some  crop  providing  hot  winods  don’t 

GET  TOO  SEVERE,  RA.MGE  DRYING  UP  RAPIDLY.  VERY  LITTLE  GROWTH  ON  THE  RANGE  THIS 

summer.  Approximately  10  per  cent  of  cattle  will  have  to  be  moved  inside  of  next 

two  weeks.  Due  to  the  storage  of  the  winter  range,  it  looks  as  though  the  livestock 

men  W[LL  have  to  reduce  about  50  TO  60  PER  cent  of  livestock  numbers  before  winter. 

TOOLE:  Continued  hot  and  dry.  Crops  in  lower  one-third  of  county  are  completely 

DRIED  OUT  AND  THE  REMAINING  PORTIONS  ARE  IN  EXTREMELY  POOR  CONDITION,  MANY 
WILL  BE  LUCKY  TO  GET  THEIR  SEED  BACK  IN  THIS  AREA.  LIVESTOCK  IN  LCW  ER  ONE-THIRD  OF 
COUNTY  WILL  HAVE  TO  BE  MOVED  IN  TWO  OR  THREE  WEEKS.  N  0  AVAILABLE  RANGE  LEFT  IN 
NORTHERN  SECTION  TO  WHICH  THESE  MEN  CAN  MOVE,  AND  CATTLE  AND  SHEEP  ARE  PASTURED  ON 
CROPS  AT  PRESENT.  THERE  WILL  BE  SUFFICIENT  GRASS  IN  FARTS  OF  THE  NORTHERN  AREA  TO 
HOLD  THE  STOCK  A  CONSIDERABLE  TIME,  BUT  FEED  RESERVES  AND  SUPPLI  ES  WILL  BE  EXTREMELY 
S  HORT. 


VALLEY:  Local  showers  through  the  western  and  northern  portion  of  the  county  the 

LAST  TWO  DAYS.  EXTREMELY  HOT  THE  LAST  WEEK  WITH  LOCAL  SHOWERS  TENDING  TO 

lower  the  temperatures  some.  Indications  are  that  farmers  will  not  get  their  seed 
back,  a  large  number  of  farmers  are  using  mowers  with  attachments  to  gather  what 

THEY  CAN  FOR  FEED.  GRASSHOPPERS  HAVE  MOVED  IN  THE  PAST  WEEK  AND  ARE  TAKING  WHAT 

FEW  PARTIALLY  GREEN  FIELDS  THERE  ARE,  AND  ARE  THEN  MOVING  ON  INTO  THE  IRRIGATED 

sections.  Water  situation  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county  is  serious.  A  small 
number  of  stock  moved  last  week,  with  shipments  increasing  this  week.  Most  of  thus 

STOCK  is  GOING  TO  THE  MARKET,  BUT  SOME  TO  PASTURE. 

WHEATLAND:  Continued  hot  and  dry  in  eastern  and  southern  portion,  with  light  showers 
in  the  western  part.  Dryland  crops  in  all  portions  of  the  county  burnt 

badly  during  the  past  week.  Dry  land  crops  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  are  a 

total  loss  from  drouth  and  grasshoppers.  Water  in  the  rivers  and  streams  is  becom¬ 
ing  VERY  LOW;  THERE  WILL  BE  VERY  LITTLE  WATER  AVAILABLE  DURING  THE  BALANCE  OF  THE 
SEASON  FOR  IRRIGATION..  THE  SECOND  CUTTING  OF  HAY  WILL  BE  SHORT. 

WIBAUX:  Mo  precipitation.  Extreme  heat.  Very  little  chance  for  any  feed.  Grass¬ 
hoppers  ARE  FLYING  IN  BY  THE  MILLIONS.  EVEN  WITH  RAIN  IT  NOW  LOOKS  LIKE 
THE  GRASSHOPPERS  WILL  TAKE  EVERYTHING.  SOME  CATTLE  ARE  BEING  SHIPPED  EVERY  WEEK. 

Livestock  is  still  in  good  condition  for  this  time  of  the  year. 

YELLOWSTONE;  Extreme  heat  first  three  days;  cooler  Thursday  and  Saturday;  (Rained 
Saturday  all  day.  While  Saturday’s  rain  came  too  late  to  help  grain 

CROPS,  IT  WILL  AT  LEAST  TEMPORARILY  BENEFIT  THE  RANGE  DISTRICTS,  WHERE  SUPPLIES  OF 
STOCK  WATER  ARE  LOW, AND  WILL  ALSO  BE  OF  CONSIDERABLE  HELP  TO  ALFALFA,  BEETS,  BEANS, 
AND  PASTURES  IN  IRRIGATED  DISTRICTS,  IN  NON- I R R  I  GATED  DISTRICTS,  A  GREAT  DEAL  OF 
ALL  CROPS  WHICH  WERE  M-..T  KM. LED  BY  THE  DROUTH  HAVE  ALREADY  BEEN  CUT  FOR  -Lv  DR  H  aR- 

'.’esteo,  There  are  a  fe  '  f  ;  el  as  of  late  grain  which  will  be  benefited  The  change 

IN  WE.-THER  AND  Mo  1  ST  JR  E  RECEIVED  SO  FAR  WILL  GIVE  TEMPORARY  RELIEF,  P  A  R  I  I  'LL',  !>  L.Y  IN 
DISTRICT)  WHERE  SUPPLI  F3  OF  STOCK  WATER  AND  WATER  FOR  DOMESTIC  USE  ARE  I. TV,  MoP.  E 
RAEN  WiL!  DE  NEEDED  TO  START  GROWTH  OF  GRASS  .  GRASSHOPPER  AND  C  R  S  C 1  ■  L'J  ,:G  'COMING 
CAMPAIGN  STILL  UNDER  WAV.  A  SHIPMENT  OF  TWO  CARS  OF  BRAN  WAS  RECEI'/i-'O  .  H1'  o  WEEK 
FROM  THE  f-EDt  A  L  GOVERNMENT.  COMMENCING  MONDAY,  A  REDUCTION  IN  THE  ."R  !  -'.E  ■  F  BAIT 
WILL  BE  MADE  TO  COMPENSATE  CONTRIBUTION  OF  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT. 


Helena,  Montana, 
July  !5,  [936, 


